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MINERAL BOUNDARY STONE 
'CHL' AND 'IM' 

INSCRIPTION and NOTES  

At the ‘Northern’ end of the 'Twmbarlwm' hill range starting from ‘Upper Race’ near to the town of 
‘Pontypool’, whilst following the forest boundary line in a ‘Westerly’ direction towards ‘Twyn Calch’ 
and ‘Mynydd Llwyd’, many similarly inscribed boundary stones can be found. 
 
On one side of the boundary stone are the inscribed initials 'CHL' for 'Capel Hanbury Leigh' of 
‘Pontypool Park’ PLUS 'Roman numerals' and on the opposite side are the inscribed initials 'IM'. 
 
With a limited amount of undertaken research, ‘IM’ could for stand for ‘Iron Master’, ‘John Morgan 
of the ‘Tredegar Estate’ or ‘John Maund’ of ‘Panteg’, Monmouthshire, Wales. 
 
Knowing the fact that the ‘English’ alphabet contains 26 letters, as opposed to that of the ‘Roman’ 
alphabet which only contains 23 letters (those missing letters being J, U, and W), it is believed that 
the ‘I’ in ‘IM’ is in fact a ‘J’ and therefore relates more to that of ‘John Maund’ of ‘Panteg’.  In 
addition, due to where the boundary stones are located, this increases the likelihood that the ‘IM’ 
does lean more towards that of ‘John Maund’ of ‘Panteg’; but this is not conclusive. 
 
Knowing the above information, I have undertaken further research in regard to both ‘John Maund 
(I)’ (1772 – 1850) and ‘Capel Hanbury Leigh (1776 – 1861).  

'CHL' AND 'IM' 
'Capel Hanbury Leigh' (1776 - 1861) and ‘John Maunds' (1772 - 1850) 

GRID REFERENCE 
(East to West)  

FURTHER NOTES 

ST 26991 99531 CHL + IM+ I (1) 

ST 26957 99509 CHL + IM+ II (2) 

ST 26938 99477 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26923 99469 CHL + IM+ IV (4) 

ST 26891 99436 CHL + IM+ V (5) 

ST 26865 99394 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26839 99376 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26825 99354 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26818 99338 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26806 99317 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26782 99280 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26775 99269 CHL + IM + XII (12)  

ST 26763 99262 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26730 99240 CHL + IM + XIV (14) 

ST 26707 99225 CHL + IM + XV (15) 

ST 26694 99207 CHL + IM + XVI (16) 

ST 26684 99206 CHL XVII + IM+IM (17) (Triangular Corner Stone) 

ST 26666 99215 CHL + IM + XVIII (18) 

ST 26636 99244 CHL + CHL + IM XIX (19) (Triangular Corner Stone) 
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ST 26574 99252 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26542 99251 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26511 99245 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26484 99237 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26458 99230 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26424 99225 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26387 99213 BLANK (23) 

ST 26366 99219 CHL XXIV (24) + IM  

ST 26343 99206 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 2630599200 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26293 99196 CHL XXV (25) + IM 

ST 26241 99176 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26183 99164 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26117 99146 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 26069 99117 CHL XXIX (29) + IM 

ST 26026 99084 CHL XXX (30a) + IM 

ST 26020 99084 BLANK BOUNDARY STONE (30b) 

ST 25970 99051 CHL XXXI (31a) + IM 

ST 25950 99017 BLANK BOUNDARY STONE (31b) 

ST 25942 98998 CHL XXXII (32a) + IM 

ST 25934 98976 BLANK BOUNDARY STONE (32b) 

ST 25936 98970 CHL XXXIII (33) + IM 

ST 25910 98932 Further Investigation Needed 

ST 25898 98894 Further Investigation Needed 
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THE ‘CHL’ BOUNDARY STONE 
 

 

 

CAPEL HANBURY LEIGH 
1776-1861 

 

Capel Hanbury Leigh (1776-1861) 
 
Capel Hanbury Leigh was born on 6 October 1776 in Trevethin, Monmouthshire, Wales, to father, John 
Hanbury (1744–1784) and mother, Jane Rachel Lewis (1751–1836).  Capel Hanbury (1776–1861) married 
twice: his first wife being Molly Ann Miers (1768–1846) and then he married his second wife Emma 
Elizabeth Rous (1816–1888); they had three children together.  Capel Hanbury (1776–1861) died on 28 
September 1861 having lived a long life of 84 years. 
 
Capel Hanbury (1776–1861) assumed the additional surname of Leigh in right of his descent through the 
Tracys, from Thomas, 1st lord Leigh of Stoneleigh.  Capel Hanbury Leigh (1776-1861) was John Hanbury’s 
(1744-1784) 2nd son who inherited his wealth when his elder brother John Capel Hanbury (1775-1795), 
died in 1795. 
 
After Capel Hanbury Leigh (1776-1861) married Molly Ann Miers (1768–1846) who was a wealthy 
widow, they continued to improve ‘Hoarstone’ manor- house and develop Pontypool park to include the 
building of stables in 1830; which is now ‘Torfaen Pontypool Museum’.  They also built or donated many 
of the buildings you can see around the Pontypool town. 
 
Despite Capel Hanbury Leigh (1776-1796) inheriting and re-invigorating the Pontypool family businesses, 
(which reached an all-time high during the Napoleonic wars), unfortunately, due to fierce competition, 
the ‘Pontypool Iron and Tinplate Works’ started to become unprofitable, and in 1851 were leased out, 
so bringing the Hanbury association with iron making to an end after 250 years. 
 
Following the death of Molly Ann Miers (1768–1846) in 1846 and without children, Capel Hanbury Leigh 
(1776-1861) at the age of 71 married Emma Elizabeth Rous (1816–1888) aged 31.  Over the next 6 years 
they became parents giving birth to 2 daughters and a son, John Capel Hanbury (1853-1921).  The 
residents of Pontypool rejoiced at the birth of the new born heir, John Capel Hanbury (1853-1921) and 
a great celebration was held, in which a huge ox was roasted and distributed to an estimated crowd of 
20,000 people. 
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THE FAMILY LINKS OF ‘CAPEL HANBURY LEIGH’ (b.1776 – d.1861) 
 

FAMILY ‘CAPEL HANBURY LEIGH’ 

FAMILY LINK 
CAPEL HANBURY LEIGH 

(1776-1861) 
MARRIED 

Molly Ann Miers Mackworth 
(1768–1846) 

and 
Emma Elizabeth Rous 

(1816–1888) 

PARENTS 
JOHN HANBURY 

(1744-1784) 
MARRIED 

Jane Rachel Lewis 
(1751-1836) 

GRAND PARENTS 
CAPEL HANBURY 

(1707-1765) 
MARRIED 

Jane Tracy 
(1716-1787) 

GREAT GRAND 
PARENTS 

MAJOR JOHN HANBURY 
(1664-1734) 

MARRIED 
Bridget Ayscough 

(1672-1741) 

 

THE LIFE OF ‘CAPEL HANBURY LEIGH’(b.1776 – d.1861) 
 

CAPEL HANBURY LEIGH (b.1776 – d.1861) 
CAPEL HANBURY LEIGH (1776–1861) – MARRIED – Molly Ann Miers Mackworth (1768–1846)  

Following Molly Ann Miers (1768–1846) death, Capel Hanbury Leigh (1776–1796) remarried 

CAPEL HANBURY LEIGH (1776–1861) – MARRIED – Emma Elizabeth Rous (1816–1888) 
YEAR INFORMATION 

1776 

BIRTH 

Capel Hanbury Leigh was born in 1776 to parents John Hanbury (1744-1784) and Jane Rachel 

Lewis (1751-1836).  The family lived in Trevethin, Monmouthshire, Wales. 

1797 

Marriage 

Capel Hanbury Esquire (Aged 21) married Lady Moley Ann Mackworth (1768–1846) (Aged 29) on 

13th April 1797.  The marriage took place at Saint Mary-St Marylebone Road, St Marylebone, 

London, England. 

1841 

Census 

Capel (Aged 64) was living with his wife Moley Ann (Aged 60) in ‘Pontypool Park House’, 

Trevethin, Monmouthshire, Wales.  Capel was Lord -lieutenant of the Monmouthshire. 

1846 

DEATH 
Dame Moley died at ‘Pontypool Park’. 

1847 

Marriage 

Capel Hanbury Esquire (Aged 71) married Emma Elizabeth Rous (1816–1888) (Aged 31) on 20th 

August 1847. The marriage took place St George, Hanover Square, Westminster, London, England. 

1851 

Census 

Capel (Aged 74) was the ‘Head’ of the household and was living with his wife Emma (Aged 33), 

daughters Francis Elizabeth (3) and Emma Charles (2) in ‘Park House’, Trevethin, Monmouthshire, 

Wales.  Capel was Lord-lieutenant of the County of Monmouthshire. 

1861 

Census 

Capel (Aged 84) was the ‘Head’ of the household and was living with his wife Emma (Aged 48), 

daughters Francis Elizabeth (10) and Emma Charles (12) and son John (7) in ‘Pontypool Mansion’, 

Trevethin, Monmouthshire, Wales.  Capel was Lord-lieutenant of the County of Monmouthshire. 

1861 

DEATH 
Capel (Aged 85) died on the 28th September1861 at Penarth in the County of Glamorgan, Wales. 

1861 

Probate 

Grant of Probate:  The Will of Capel Hanbury Leigh late of Pont y Pool Park in the County of 

Monmouth Esquire deceased who died 28 September 1861 at Penarth in the County of 

Glamorgan was proved at the Principal Registry by the oaths of George Grey Rous of Court y rala 

in the County of Glamorgan Esquire and the Reverend George Gore of Newton St.in the County of 

Somerset Clerk two of the Executors.  Effects under £100,000. 

 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION:  

Wikipedia Website: wikipedia.org 

Pontypool Museum Trust Website: torfaenmuseum.org.uk 

Phil Jenkins - Industrial Gwent Website: industrialgwent.co.uk 

Ancestry Genealogy Website: ancestry.co.uk 

Robert Southall Face Book Page: The Lost Farmsteads of Twmbarlwm & Mynydd Maen 
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